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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98 and MPEP 609, and in compliance 
with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, applicants submit the attached 
PTO/SB/08A for consideration by the Patent and Trademark Office in the above- 
entitled application and to be made of record therein. Applicants submit herewith 
copies of the foreign patent documents. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§1 .97(b) in that applicants believe that it is being filed prior to the mailing date of the 
first Office action on the merits. Accordingly, neither a statement nor fee under 37 
C.F.R. §1 .97(c) or (d) is required. However, if an Office action was issued prior to the 
date of mailing of this Information Disclosure Statement, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any required fees regarding this Information Disclosure Statement 
to Deposit Account No. 19-1345. 
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Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/728,654 


Filing Date 


December 5, 2003 


Confirmation Number 


8454 


First Named Inventor 


Michael E. Seitz et al. 


Group Art Unit 


1615 


Examiner Name 


Not Assigned 
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Attorney Docket No. 


MTC 6634.1 
(40-21 (3584)US) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Number 


Kind 

Code 2 

(if 

known) 




24 


4,356,108 




Schwab et al. 


10-26-1982 




25 


4,599,271 




Chao 


07-08-1986 




26 


4,640,709 




Beestman 


02-03-1987 




27 | 


4,681,806 




Matkan et al. 


07-21-1987 




28 I 


4,889,719 




Ohtsubo et al. 


12-26-1989 




29 


4,938,797 




Hasslin et al. 


07-03-1990 




30 


4,956,129 




Scher et al. 


09-11-1990 




31 


5,006,161 




Hasslin et al. 


04-09-1991 




32 


5,310,721 




Lo 


05-10-1994 




33 


6,133,197 




Chen et al. 


10-17-2000 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard 
ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document 
by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation 
is attached or place an "A" here if English language abstract is attached. 



SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
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Office 


Number 4 


Kind 

Code 2 

(if 

known) 




34 


EP 


0008207 


A2 


Roche 


02-20-1980 






35 


EP 


0252896 


A2 


Deming et al. 


01-13-1988 






36 


EP 


0369614 


A1 


Brown et al. 


05-23-1990 




















































OTHER ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.) date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard 
ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document 
by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation 
is attached or place an "A" here if English language abstract is attached. 



SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



